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Fight to save one more person

) “I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to
me has really served to advance the gospel so that it has be-
“come known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all
the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the
‘brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my impris-
onment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear” (Philippians
1:12-14). Not everyone is as fortunate as you are this beautiful day the Lord
has blessed us with. Some are in danger every moment as they courageously
take the Gospel to areas in dire need of it. Their safety is not guaranteed, but
their loyalty to God is such that they are willing to suffer persecution and
even death in order to spread the Good News. We should be thankful to these
brave warriors of God’s word and support them in any way we can. They do
not allow their situation to defeat their intention, and neither should we.

Your life may not be at risk, but you may still find yourself in some degree
of persecution, and if you do, Paul wants you to know something. You are
not alone. Some brothers and sisters are going through the same and even
worse and their courage should inspire us to be bolder, just as Paul’s situation
emboldened those in his day. Few of us face physical danger because of our
religion and fewer still do so under the threat of death, so why do we hesitate
to spread the Good News? What are we so afraid of? Is it the opinion of
mankind that prevents us from uttering “Jesus loves you” to someone who
may be desperately seeking guidance and comfort? If that is the case, take
courage from the words of Matt. 10:28, “And do not fear those who kill

the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul
and body in hell.” Do not take it as a threat, but rather as an indication of
the power of God. Whose side would you rather be on; mortal man with his
limited capacity to harm you, or God who has your entire “forever” in His
hands? Stop having earthly fear of man but rather have spiritual fear of God.

Furthermore, you are not alone in the struggles you face in your daily life.
We have a lot to learn from other Christians, and their similar situations can
be a great source of encouragement if we allow it to be. pTO
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Take to heart the words of 1 Peter 5:8-9, “Be sober-minded, be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some-
one to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.”
There is comfort in knowing that we are not alone in the persecutions we are
facing, but many egocentric Christians act as if they are the only ones ever to
have suffered some verbal insult. Did Jesus not suffer the same? Was He not
considered an outcast, an upstart who would be here today and gone tomor-
row? And yet He was willing to go to that cross to suffer humiliation and
death to give you the opportunity you are so undeserving of.

So, take courage, knowing you are never alone and never fear what man can
do to you. Fight to save one more person. Fight to give someone the same
opportunity that was given to you. Help them to a better future and don’t be
afraid. You are not alone. “...for he has said, “I will never leave you nor
forsake you.” So we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper I will not
fear; what can man do to me?”” (Heb 13:5-6).

AM ORDER OF WORSHIP PM ORDER OF WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Cleve Stafford ANNOUNCEMENT - Cleve Stafford
SONG - 9 A Wonderful Savior 1,2,4 SONG - 71 Blessed Assurance
PRAYER - Cleve Stafford PRAYER - Dylan Stafford
SONG - 23 All Things are Ready (1,2,4) SONG - 118 Count Your Blessings 1,2,4
COMMUNION - 1 Corinthians 10:16 SERMON - “Comfort over growth:

Jeffery Tarmey a Dangerous Direction
SONG - 29 All to Jesus | Surrender SONG - 134 Faith Is the Victory 1,2,4

SERMON - A Memorial For Fallen Heroes COMMUNION - Jeffery Tarmey

INVITATION SONG - 48 Anywhere with Jesus| INVITATION SONG - 179 God Is Calling the
Prodigal

CLOSING PRAYER - Emmanuel Twumasi

CLOSING PRAYER - Jeffery Tarmey




) / ANNOUNCEMENTS / UPCOMING EVENTS ) /

v Please silence your phone by placing it in airport mode. v

b We ask all visitors to please pick up a visitors card and fill it in. abi

« Bulletins are on the fireplace table and sermon notes are inside when available.

+  Please put your offering in the provided envelope (don’t write anything on it)..

« Thereis a flyer for a men'’s retreat on June, 16-17 on the fireplace table.

+  We will be hosting a preachers meeting in June or July.

*  We will be having a meal following morning Service.

+  Thanks to Emmanuel for helping the garden last Tuesday and also with Jeff and
Tiffany’s move yesterday.

* If you look on the back of the visitors card you will see space to right a prayer
request if you have one - feel free to do that and hand it in to us so we can pray
about it.

® PRAYER REQUESTS ®

«  Prayers for Matt to feel better soon.

+  Continued Prayers for Melinda’s mom Isabel du Toit who is still undergoing
Chemotherapy.

«  Prayers for all our service people wherever in the world they have been deployed
to.

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

*  Praise God for our sponsors.
+  Praise God for Melinda’s safe return from South Africa.

BIRTHDAYS / SPECIAL OCCASIONS
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26 May - Dylan Stafford



Sunday morning Bible Class - 9:00AM (Ephesians)
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 7:00PM (Genesis)
Personal Bible Study (Convenient time)
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Word List
BREAD DIED FEAR FREE
GLORY HEROES LOVE MEMORIAL
OFFERING PRECIOUS RANSOM SACRIFICE
SERVED SHADOW SINNERS VALLEY

WAGES



