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Striving for unity

“I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 
same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).  It was near the end of his 
3rd missionary journey, approximately seven years after he 

and his companions founded the church (Acts 18), that Paul wrote this letter 
to them – a church that was in a fair amount of trouble.  Corinth was the main 
land route from the East to the West, where several sea routes converged, 
but it was also known for its utterly pagan society.  Although Paul begins the 
letter on a positive note, it does not take him long before he plunges into an 
analysis of their wrongdoings.  

1st Corinthians is one of Paul’s most reasoned epistles, and with careful 
reading, one can follow his line of thinking accurately.  Paul’s analysis and 
conclusion with the Corinthian church could just as easily be applied to many 
churches today.  He begins with division in the church (1-4), discipline (5-6), 
marriage and divorce (7), doctrinal disputes (8-10), and misunderstanding 
spiritual gifts, among other things like incorrect worship services regarding 
things like The Lord’s Supper, the role of women and the resurrection.  Paul 
is beginning a discussion on the division of the church and wants them to 
know that it is not proper as Christians to have the type of attitude that is not 
united.  He says they should be “in the same mind,” which relays for us the 
importance of being that way for church unity and, subsequently, content-
ment.  

Today, the lesson is equally important in the church as divisions seem to 
plague many US and world congregations.  With over 300 denominations in 
America alone and many more hundreds around the world, the is a complete 
lack of being the “same mind and the same judgment.”  The Bible is read 
with a presupposed conclusion, and therefore the exact meaning is lost in 
translation, or more accurately, interpretation.   

PTO...
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PM ORDER OF WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENT - Cleve Stafford 

SONG -  982 - We Shall Assemble x 2

PRAYER -  Bill Joy

SONG -  989 - You Are My All in All

SERMON -  Hannah - A Woman of Faith and
                    Persistence

SONG -  965 - O Lord, You’re Beautiful

COMMUNION -  Douglas Roy

INV SONG - 990 - You Are the Song that I 
                              Sing x2

CLOSING PRAYER - Jeffery Tarmey

AM ORDER OF WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS -  Cleve Stafford
               
SONG - 880 - O How He Loves You and Me                

PRAYER -   Bill Joy       

SONG -    950 - Lamb of God                 

COMMUNION -  Luke 22:19-20 Douglas Roy

SONG -  949 - I Will Enter His Gates x 2

SERMON -  The Beatitudes 3: “Are the meek
                     Weak?”
    
INV SONG - 984 - We Bow Down 

CLOSING PRAYER -  Emmanuel Twumasi

To be unified, in one mind, and with the same judgment, we need to allow the 
word to speak to us and not shout over the term.  If you look at the state of 
the Corinthian church with all that was going on (or not going on), you can 
see that even from the beginning, men were coming in with their versions of 
what should or should not be happening.  

This was not the only letter that spoke to the issue of unity.  A similar call for 
unity is expressed in Ephesians, while In Galatians, a warning is proclaimed 
to those who would twist the word of God – Galatians 1:8, “But even if we 
or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one 
we preached to you, let him be accursed.”  You see, it is many times the fault 
of preachers and teachers who mislead their congregations for their enrich-
ment or power.  
The best we can do is check all the time - Check what the preacher has said 
(Acts 17:11) and test the spirits to see whether they are from God (1 John 
4:1).  No one is immune to making mistakes, but when the “errors” are 
intentional, we need to find another place where God’s truth is preached as 
delivered and not from man’s limited reasoning.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS / UPCOMING EVENTS
Please silence your phone by placing it in airport mode.

                         We ask all visitors to please pick up a visitors card and fill it in.  
• Bulletins are on the fireplace table and sermon notes are inside when available.  
• Please put your offering in the provided envelope (don’t write anything on it).. 
• If you look on the back of the visitors card you will see space to right a prayer 

request if you have one - feel free to do that and hand it in to us so we can pray 
about it. 

• Ladies breakfast is next Saturday 11 November at 10;30am here at the church, 
invite a friend and bring a dish to share. (the men will be eating with us before 
their meeting upstairs)

• Mens meeting is next Saturday 11 November at 10:30am (upstairs after break-
fast).

• Our Thanksgiving potluck luncheon will be on 19 November following morning 
service. Invite someone and bring a dish to share (12 Servings) the sign up sheet 
is on the table in the back.

PRAYER REQUESTS

•   
• Continued Prayers for Melinda’s mom Isabel du Toit who is undergoing her 3 

round of Chemotherapy.
• Prayers for all our service people wherever in the world they have been deployed 

to.

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
  

• Praise God for our sponsors.
• Praise God for the privilege to worship in safety  
• Praise God for the measure of health and wealth we enjoy

BIRTHDAYS / SPECIAL OCCASIONS

12 November - Melinda Stafford

Anniversary
2 November - Emmanuel and Candice Twumasi



Sunday morning Bible Class - 9:00AM 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 7:00PM
Personal Bible Study (Convenient time)
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