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The Foremost of Sinners

“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am the foremost” (1Ti. 1:15). Paul, formerly known 
as Saul, was a well-educated man who was by his own admis-

sion, well on his way to becoming a rabbi. Gal. 1:14, “And I was advancing 
in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely 
zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers.” But that same dedication also 
made him an enemy of Christ, and he was more than willing to persecute 
anyone who dared to identify with Jesus
. 
 Gal. 1:13, “For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I 
persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it.” What terror 
he must have struck in the hearts of the believers when he and his troops 
stormed through the door and took them captive. His sole intent was to 
absolutely destroy the “way,” and, on all accounts, he was pretty good at it. 
Of Course, God had other plans for him, and after his encounter with Christ 
on the road to Damascus and his subsequent baptism by Ananias, he did a 
“360.”  The persecutor became one of the greatest assets to Christianity and 
has influenced the lives of millions with his inspired epistles. 

But, even after changing course, he was humble enough to understand his 
weaknesses, weaknesses that also beset me and you. Let’s read his lament in 
Rom. 7:14-19, “For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, 
sold under sin. For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what 
I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 
with the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that 
dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my 
flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it 
out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep 
on doing.”
      
PTO...

*** 112 Elm Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201.   Telephone: (413) 464-0016   ***



PM ORDER OF WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENT - Douglas Roy

SONG - 315 - I’ll Live in Glory 

PRAYER - Douglas Roy 

SONG - 351 - Jesus Is Coming Soon 

SERMON -  Friends: My Best-Best Friend

SONG -  394 - Leaning on the Everlasting
                        Arms

COMMUNION -  Bill Joy

INV SONG - 400 - Living by Faith

CLOSING PRAYER -Dylan Stafford

AM ORDER OF WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Douglas Roy              
  
SONG - 154 - Give Me the Bible 1,2,4

PRAYER - James 1:17 Douglas Roy         

SONG - 345 - It Is Well with My Soul 1,2,4                   

COMMUNION - 1 John1:6-7 Bill Joy 

SONG -  179 - God Is Calling the Prodigal

SERMON - “Their Actual Origin”  
  
INV SONG -  171 - God Bless You, Go with
                               God

CLOSING PRAYER - Emmanuel Twumasi 

Like Paul, we should have the courage to admit that we have an innate procliv-
ity to sin. Our lives are by no means perfect, and to think otherwise is purely 
delusional. The author perfectly expresses that thought in 1Joh. 1:8, “If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” I am convinced 
that I am not the only person who believes that my past was a hindrance to fully 
accepting the grace of God. I knew God loved me, and I knew the scriptures 
that spoke of his mercy and grace. I also memorized scriptures like 1Jo. 1:9 that 
speak of His forgiveness, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 But, that did not release me of feelings of inadequacy as I approached 
the cross of Christ for my salvation or thereafter for the longest time. I under-
stood what the Apostle Paul meant when he said, “…of whom I am the fore-
most.” But that self-loathing, for lack of a better word, caused me to understand 
my place before God in all humility. And that, brothers and sisters, in turn, 
caused me to obey His Word and will. I may briefly struggle from time to time 
with the guilt of my past life. But then I remember that my past did not hinder 
God from forgiving me, and I rededicate my life even more to Him. 
I am writing this today to tell you that firstly, you are not the foremost of the 
sinners, and secondly, even if you were, that would not prevent God from show-
ering you with His blessing (Contingent, of course, on your obedience to His 
word).



ANNOUNCEMENTS / UPCOMING EVENTS
Please silence your phone by placing it in airport mode.

                    We ask all visitors to please pick up a visitors card and fill it in.  
• Bulletins are on the fireplace table and sermon notes are inside when 

available.  
• Please put your offering in the provided envelope (don’t write anything 

on it).. 
• If you look on the back of the visitors card you will see space to right a 

prayer request if you have one - feel free to do that and hand it in to us so 
we can pray about it. 

• Our next potluck meal will be on 28 January following morning service. 
Please invite a friend and bring a dish to share ( enough to feel 12 peo-
ple)

• Ladies breakfasts will be 2 March  at 10:30 am(weather permitting).  
• invite a friend and bring a dish to share.

PRAYER REQUESTS

•   
• Continued Prayers for Melinda’s mom Isabel du Toit who is still undergoing 

Chemotherapy.
• Prayers for Cleve’s dad, Edgar Stafford who is struggling with early onset de-

mentia.
• Prayers for all our service people wherever in the world they have been deployed 

to.

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
  

• Praise God for our sponsors.
• Praise God for the privilege to worship in safety  
• Praise God for the measure of health and wealth we enjoy

BIRTHDAYS / SPECIAL OCCASIONS



Sunday morning Bible Class - 9:00AM 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 7:00PM
Personal Bible Study (Convenient time)
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