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The “Bishop” Elder
“Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10. and the rich 
in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will 
pass away. 11. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and 
withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So 
also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.” 

(Jam. 1:9-11). One’s social standing has no bearing on your worth to the 
Father. He is not impressed with the size of your bank account; He is not 
impressed with you being one of the “in crowd”; He is not impressed with 
how many degrees you have; He is not impressed with anything the world 
considers an advantage. 
	 Too	many	people	come	to	church	and	flaunt	their	status,	mostly	
gained from wealth. These people are the “decision-makers” who use their 
considerable	resources	to	manipulate	any	given	situation.	In	fact,	in	several	
churches	I	know,	the	“bishop	elder,”	as	I	sarcastically	call	him,	has	the	largest	
bank	account.	This	man,	arrogant	in	his	ways,	is	not	to	be	trifled	with.	Dare	
to	do	so	and	possibly	be	confronted	with	his	rageful	wrath.	Of	course,	it	may	
also	be	an	a-type	alpha	personality	man,	but	more	often	than	not,	both	criteria	
are attributed to one and the same individual. Let me place a disclaimer here 
before	continuing.	Most	elders	are	men	of	considerable	honor	and	integrity,	
but	unfortunately,	there	are	some	bad	apples	among	the	baskets	of	great	ones.	
 Let me give you an example. The men of a new congregation met 
to discuss an important matter. The church had recently broken away from a 
much larger congregation and had secured a location to worship in. A lively 
debate ensued after someone brought up the question of a suitable name. 
Most	considered	it	obvious	that	the	street’s	name	would	be	most	appropriate,	
but one man disagreed vehemently. It was the “Bishop elder.” His wife had 
thought	of	a	“catchy”	name,	and	he	was	unwilling	to	back	down	an	inch.	
After	a	few	minutes	of	enthusiastic	but	cautious	debate,	he	had	had	enough	of	
the insolence of those who dared to oppose him. He stood up and rather arro-
gantly	proclaimed,	“My	Granddaddy	was	a	preacher	and	an	elder.	My	Daddy	
was	a	preacher	and	an	elder.	And	I	am	an	elder,	which	gives	me	heritage	in	
the church. I think that carries weight in decisions like this.”  

PTO...
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PM ORDER OF WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENT - Bill Joy

SONG - 499 - O To Be Like Thee! 1,2,4

PRAYER - Bill Joy

SONG -  523 - Our God, He Is Alive! 1,2,4

SERMON -  “Problems in the Church”

SONG - 532 - Praise Him! Praise Him! 

COMMUNION - Douglas Roy

INV SONG - 622 - Tell Me the Story of Jesus

CLOSING PRAYER - Jefery Tarmey

AM ORDER OF WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Bill Joy              
 
SONG - 663 - There is Sunshine in My Soul
                       1,2,4

PRAYER - Romans 5:8 Bill Joy         

SONG -  667 - There Is Power in the Blood 
                        1,2,4                 

COMMUNION - 1 Cor 11:23-27 Douglas Roy

SONG - 669 - This Is My Father’s World  

SERMON - “Bishop Elder and the such” 
   
INV SONG -  674 - There’s a Great Day
                      Coming

CLOSING PRAYER - Emmanuel Twumasi

To	say	he	was	met	with	stunned	silence	is	an	understatement,	and,	unfortunately,	as	
a	brand-new	Christian,	I	did	not	have	the	spiritual	maturity	to	rebut	his	ridiculous	
claim.	Sadly,	none	of	the	other	men	did	either.	No	one	wanted	to	risk	the	church	
losing	its	primary	financial	supporter.	There	was	no	doubt	that	the	majority	disagreed	
with	him.	Still,	no	one	dared	to	confront	him	for	fear	of	the	certain	tongue-lashing	or	
the	possibility	of	him	abandoning	the	congregation.	Ultimately,	the	one	chose	for	the	
many,	and	his	wife	received	her	wish.		
	 If	that	happened	today,	I	would	have	something	to	say	in	response.	I	may	
say,	“Let’s	investigate	that	statement	by	reading	Mat. 19:28,	“Jesus said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.”	I	may	continue	with,	“Are	you	claiming	to	be	one	of	the	twelve?”	I	
may	also	quote	the	selected	scripture	for	today	to	correct	his	erroneous	belief.	If	God	
rewards	us	differently,	it	will	be	based	solely	on	our	words	and	actions	and	will	have	
nothing	to	do	with	our	financial	prowess	or	family	heritage.	
 Arrogance is not a pretty look and is also not one that will confer blessings 
on you from the Almighty. That is why James clearly says that the rich man should 
boast	in	his	humility.	That	way,	he	can	see	his	true	standing	before	God	and	adjust	
his life to ensure that he does not fall into the trap of fading away in the midst of his 
pursuits. There is nothing wrong with being rich as long as the one blessed with that 
wealth prospers in spiritual matters over earthly desires. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS / UPCOMING EVENTS
Please silence your phone by placing it in airport mode.

                    We	ask	all	visitors	to	please	pick	up	a	visitors	card	and	fill	it	in.  
• Bulletins	are	on	the	fireplace	table	and	sermon	notes	are	inside	when	

available.  
• Please put your offering in the provided envelope (don’t write anything 

on it).. 
• If you look on the back of the visitors card you will see space to right a 

prayer request if you have one - feel free to do that and hand it in to us so 
we can pray about it. 

• Our next potluck meal will be 25 February following morning service. 
Please invite someone and bring a dish to share (about 12 servings). 
There is a sign up sheet on the back table.

• Ladies breakfasts will be 2 March at 10:30 am(weather permitting). 
invite a friend and bring a dish to share.

• PRAYER REQUESTS

•   
• Continued Prayers for Melinda’s mom Isabel du Toit  and Cleve’s dad Edgar 

Stafford for continued health issues.
• or all our service people wherever in the world they have been deployed to.
• Safe Travels for MaryAnn and also prayers for their family after the loss of her 

brother in law.
• Prayer for quick healing for Matt after his surgery.
• Prayers for Bill with his health issues.

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
  

• Praise God for our sponsors.
• Praise God for the privilege to worship in safety  
• Praise God for the measure of health and wealth we enjoy

BIRTHDAYS / SPECIAL OCCASIONS

February Birthdays

24 - Douglas Roy



Sunday morning Bible Class - 9:00AM 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 7:00PM
Personal Bible Study (Convenient time)

       
        Web Page                           WiFi                    Facebook 


