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Knowledge Alone Is Not Enough

‘Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of
eaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22.
On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in
your name?’23. And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you, depart
from me, you workers of lawlessness’” (Mat. 7:21-23). Today’s selection is primarily used for
Christians who are attending church but living contrary to the commands of the Bible. We use
it to admonish those who claim to be children of God and say and do all sorts of superficial
things but are devoid of any faith.

They are the people who loudly proclaim their faith, are there to worship every
time the church doors are open, shout His name at every opportunity, teach, and even preach
the word, but have no foundational belief in the Savior. They are all “show and no go,” or as
another saying goes, “They talk the talk but do not walk the walk.” But today, I want us to use
especially v. 21 to include another group we should all be greatly concerned for. I am con-
vinced we all know someone like this. Maybe they are even as close as a dear friend or loved
family member. They are the “I know there is a God” group.

At first glance, their proclamation affirming the existence of the Almighty is reas-
suring. They may live lives devoid of any heinous acts and be loving, kind, empathetic, and
peaceful people. They may also be the ones who attend church sporadically, if at all, claiming
that their salvation is not dependent on attending some building with a lot of sinners around
them. They may say they are non-practicing Christians or that they don’t need to study the
Bible to know there is a God or that they are saved. They will say things like “Of course, there
is a God” when confronted with questions like “Do you believe in Him?”

Try to reason with them about the importance of attending church, and they will
become unglued on you. “Who are you to judge me? Does the Bible not say never to judge
another person?” Of course, they are “quoting” Mat. 7:1-5 without any understanding of 1
Cor. 5:12-13. They may not be evil, but we certainly have to make a judgment to determine if
someone should be confronted for the sake of their salvation. Judging is an article for another
day, but suffice it to say, we are not out of line for being concerned for them. They don’t want
to hear that it takes more than mere knowledge of God to be saved.

If the devil ever has a powerful weapon to prevent someone from committing to
God, that is it. Nothing is more dangerous than believing you are saved when you are not.
That false understanding of what it takes to secure a place in heaven will prevent them from
basking in the glory of eternity in the presence of the Almighty. There is a plethora of reasons
they will live their lives in blissful ignorance of what it takes to be a faithful Christian. They
may have family and friends who would persecute them for totally committing to God. Those
people may also be living in sin, and the knowledge that faith beyond mere words would put
them at odds with those sinners is something they are unwilling to do.
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The fear of losing them outweighs their fear of God, so they compromise and say, “I know He
exists,” and leave it at that. Ignorance of the law is not a defense, but ignorance of the law of
God is even less of one. Being ignorant of what it takes to be saved is damning in the worst
possible sense. Do not make the mistake of choosing between friends and family and heaven. I
promise you, it will not be worth it on the Day of Judgment. Hell will not be a place where you
are happy you have been reunited with them.

There is no love and peace there, no place to spend a few minutes hugging and comforting each
other. It will be eternal torment, and the love you have for each other here and now will not exist
there. That is harsh, but it is the truth. Another reason for the mere knowledge equals salvation
belief is laziness. That’s right: some people are too lazy to go to church. Sundays are their “off
day,” and they will not drag themselves to church at some “ungodly” morning hour. How would
anyone conclude that an hour or two praising the God who gave them the life they enjoy is not
worth it?

Then there is the “There are no churches near me” excuse. We have a member who happily
travels an hour and a half one way to come to church every Sunday morning. People who use
that excuse may want to expand their search radius a bit when looking for a suitable place of
worship. And, who can forget the favorite “Churches are filled with liars, beggars, thieves and all
types of sinners” excuse? To that, I say, “Yes, yes, it is. Praise God, since you and I are sinners
t0o.” Oh, and let’s not forget 1Ti. 1:15, “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full accep-
tance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.”
Paradise is where people no longer sin, but we are not there yet, so we need saving, and one

of the places that may help with that is the church. Let me end this by emphatically stating the
following: Knowledge alone is not belief, and knowledge and belief alone have never saved any-
one. It takes more than just those two things to be saved, but the only way you will know what it
takes is to pick up that dusty old Bible, study it, and google the closest church of Christ.

AM ORDER OF WORSHIP PM ORDER OF WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Bill Joy ANNOUNCEMENT - Bill Joy
SONG - 584 - Softly and Tenderly 1,2,4 SONG - 761 - Where He leads, I'll Follow
PRAYER - Bill Joy - James 4:6b-7 PRAYER - Bill Joy

SONG - 645 - The Old Rugged Cross 1,24 | SONG - 781 - Wonderful Story of Love

COMMUNION - 1 Cor 11: 23-27 Dylan Stafford]l SERMON - Melchizedek

SONG - 595 - Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus | SONG - 784 - Why Did My Savior Come to

Earth?

SERMON - “An Enemy of God”

COMMUNION - Jeffery Tarmey

INV SONG - 598 - Standing on the Promises
12,4 INV SONG - 805 - | Come to the Garden

Alone

CLOSING PRAYER - Emmanuel Twumasi

CLOSING PRAYER - Dylan Stafford




’/ ANNOUNCEMENTS / UPCOMING EVENTS ’/
Al Please silence your phone by placing it in airport mode. al
B We ask all visitors to please pick up a visitors card and fill it in. :

» Bulletins are on the fireplace table and sermon notes are inside when
available.

*  Please put your offering in the provided envelope (don’t write anything
on it)..

* Ifyou look on the back of the visitors card you will see space to right a
prayer request if you have one - feel free to do that and hand it in to us so
we can pray about it.

e Our next potluck meal will be 24 March following morning service.
Please invite someone and bring a dish to share (about 12 servings)

* Ladies breakfasts will be 9 March at 10:30 am(weather permitting).
invite a friend and bring a dish to share.

e The students of Freed Hardemin will be here 23-30 March, and will be
doing some outreach for us.

@} PRAYER REQUESTS ®

+  Continued Prayers for Melinda’s mom Isabel du Toit and Cleve’s dad Edgar
Stafford for continued health issues.
+  Forall our service people wherever in the world they have been deployed to.

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

*  Praise God for our sponsors.
«  Praise God for the privilege to worship in safety
+  Praise God for the measure of health and wealth we enjoy

BIRTHDAYS / SPECIAL OCCASIONS

HAPDY
BICTHDA

March Birthdays

3 - Gershon Agbemenyah
7 - Matt Brinckerhoff
16 - Albert Twumasi



Sunday morning Bible Class - 9:00AM
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 7:00PM
Personal Bible Study (Convenient time)

Web Page WiFi Facebook

Word Search
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Word List
BETROTHED BLEMISH CHRIST CHURCH
COVENANT ECGYPT ENEMY ENVY
FRIENDSHIP HATE ISRAEL JEALOUSY
LORD LOVE MONEY SPIRIT

WATER WIFE WOOD YOUTH



